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Dear Dr. Khayyat, 


Having been informed of your eminence in scholarship and other 
matters in particular your knowledge on Islam and Shariah, | take 
this opportunity of requesting you to give your opinion in the light of 
Shariah, on the following: 


(1) Whether evidence of women is admissible in cases of Hadood and 


Qisas in Islam. 
(II) Whether ‘Diyat’ of women is half that of a man’s. 


2- An urgent need for your opinion and that of prominent scholars of 
Islam and Shariah has arisen 1n the background of the national necessity 
to redefine the existing Law of Qisas and Diyat in Pakistan; 


3- Let me add for your information that the present government 
of Pakistan is devising ways and means to provide the women of 
Pakistan opportunities of participation in national progress equal to 
those of men. But despite Government’s efforts, it has been felt that 
the actual participation of women in the development activities is 
insignificant in relation to their population. It has been also noticed 
that due to discriminatory social cultural traditions women have been 
further handicapped in exercising their rights and enjoying the status as 
provided to them by Islam and the Constitution of the Country; 
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4- Keeping in view this situation, Pakistan Commission on the Status of 
Women has been formed on 9" July, 1983. The Commission has been 
given the task of enquiring into the present status of the contemporary 
Pakistani women and ensuring that a pragmatic approach is adopted by 
the state for improving their condition and bringing their position at par 
with that as defined by the Holy Quran; 

5-[ may add proudly that I have the privilege of heading this Commission 
at this ttme when the Government of Pakistan has rightly realised women 
as a tremendous mental and physical energy that can play a dominant 
role in all walks of national life; 

6-I further mention for your information that the Commission is operating 
legally within the bounds of the following terms of reference; 


To ascertain the rights and responsibilities of women in Islamic Society 
(I) and to make recommendations to the Federal Government for 
effective safeguards of women’s rights; 


(II) To advise the Federal Government on measures to provide 
educational health and employment opportunities for women; 


(III) To identify what services women can render in eradicating 
ignorance social evil poverty and disease in the Country; 


([V) To suggest measures to integrate women of minority communities 
in the national life. 


May I request you to kindly inform the Commission on the requisite as 
soon as possible. I look forward to your cooperation in future. 


With regards, 
Yours Sincerely 


(Begum Zari Sarfaraz) 
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"Women’s Status In Islam" 


This paper on "Women’s Status In Islam" deals with two main 
points: 

A)Woman’s status in Islam theoretically i.e. in terms of the legal 
judgments related to women. 


B)Woman’s status in Islam in terms of practical applications within 
Muslim society. 

In this attempt of mine, I will avoid what many people have written 
about women’s status in Islam. While writing this paper I have over five 
hundred books about woman’s status in Islam. In addition, there are 
thousands of articles and research papers over and above what the Holy 
Quran and the Prophet’s Sunnah have to say about the subject. 


I will, therefore, give only a brief account of woman’s status from an 
Islamic Perspective: 


First: 


Islam views the woman as a human being like the man without any 
differences between them except in so far as is dictated by the nature of 
human structure. For humanity is the same in both and so is thinking, 
intellect, instincts and organic needs suchas the need for food and drink. As 
regards human function, on the other hand, there is a difference between 
both sexes: as women are prepared for pregnancy, child birth, suckling 
and bearing up with raising children and taking care of them. 


Islam’s rulings came to decree equality between males and females 
with regard to rights and duties except where dictated otherwise by their 
physical nature and there respective responsibilities. 

Following are some quotations of what Almighty God says in the 
Holy Quran: 
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"It is He who created you from a single person". 


"O mankind: reverence your guardian Lord who created you form 
a single person"™, 
"O mankind we created you from a single (pair) of a male and 
a female, and made you into nation’s and tribes, that ye may know each 
other (not that ye may despise each other). Verily the most honored of 
you in the side of God is (he who is) the most righteous of you". i.e. 
the one who 1s best in deeds. 


"Whoever works righteousness, man or woman and has faith, verily 
to him will we give an life, a life that is good and pure, and we will 
bestow on such their reward according to the best of their actions". 


"And he that works a righteous deed - whether man or woman - and 
is a Believer - such will enter the garden of bliss: therein will they have 
abundance without measure", "If any do deeds of righteousness, - be 
they male or female - and have faith, they will enter heaven, and not the 
least injustice will be done to them", 


Finally, God decreed absolute equality by explicitly stating his reward 
for good qualities when He says : " For Muslim men and women, for 
believing men and women, for devout men and women, for true men 
and women, for men and women who are patient and constant, for men 
and women who humble themselves, for men and women who give 
in charity, for men and women who fast (and deny themselves), for 
men and women who guard their chastity, who engage much in God’s 
praise for them has God prepared forgiveness and great reward”. " In 
the same context, Prophet Muhammad - peace be on him — said: "Take 
good care of women®), and said: 


(1) Sura 7, verse 189. (2) sura 4, verse 1. 


(3) sura 49, verse 13. (4) sura 16, verse 97. 
(5) sura 40, verse 40. (6) sura 4, verse 124. 


(7) Sura 33, verse 35. 
(8) Narrated by al-Bukhari, Muslim and al-Tirmidhi. 
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"Verily women are full sisters of men". 


Women, therefore, are equal to men in religious observances such as 
prayer, fasting, Zakat (ritual alms giving), performance of pilgrimage, 
belief in God, adherence to good morals and high ideals, liability to 
punishment, education, giving other people their due rights, work, general 
transactions, marriage, home and social responsibility. Almighty God 
says :"The believers, men and women, are protectors one of another."®? 
Thus women and men are both components of society: neither is the 
master nor the slave of the other. God also says: 


"OQ mankind: We created you from a single (pair) of a male and 
a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that ye may know each 
other ( not that ye may despise each other). Verily the most honored of 
you in the sight of God is (he who is) the most righteous of you® . 


Secondly: 


Islam has honored the women since her birth. Islam has condemned 
those who hate to have daughters being born to them. In the fact it has 
viewed with optimism the birth of a daughter and regarded that to be 
suspicious and blessed. Almighty God says: "When news is brought 
to one of them, (the birth of) a female (child), his face darkens and 
he is filled with inward grief! With shame does he hide himself from 
his people, because of the bad news he has had. Shall he retain it on 
(sufferance and) contempt, or burry it in the dust ? Ah! what an evil 
choice they decide on"). 


In the Quran , there are two suras which are given the title of surat 
al-Nisaa, (sura of women)®, both of which include many judgments 
about women. In sura 2 (al-Baqarah), there are twenty one successive 
verses or ayat related to women. In suras 24 (al-Nur). 33 (al-Ahzaab) 
and 66 (al-Tahrim) there are verses of discipline, education and high 


(1) Narrated by al-Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud and Ahmed ibn Hanbal. 

(2) Sura 9 verse 71. (3) Sura 49, verse 13. 
(4) Sura 16 , verses 58-59. 

(5) Suras 4 ( al-Nisaa ) and 65 ( al-Talaq ). 
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respect accorded to women. Sura 58 (al-Mujadalah) tells us the story 
of khawla who argued with Prophet Mohammed — peace be on him — 
about her affairs and whom God sent down Quranic verses making 
special mention of her, to the affect that the Almighty heard what she 
was saying: "God has indeed heard (and accepted) the statement of 
a women who pleads with thee concerning her husband and carries her 
a complaints (in prayer) to God. And God (always) hears the arguments 
between both sides among you, for God hears and sees (all things)". 


The Prophet — peace be on him — said: "Anyone who has a female 
child who did not burry alive, insult or prefer his male children to will be 
sent to paradise by God ©, "The Prophet himself went out to perform his 
prayers with Umamah, the daughter of al-As on his shoulder. Whenever 
he knelt, he put her aside, and whenever he stood up again, he would 
lift her up"®. 

Islam has honored the female and gave her a distinguished position. 
Males are not preferred to females either in wealth or education. The 
Prophet said in this context: "Search for knowledge is a sacred duty for 
every Muslim" . This, of course, includes females. God says in the Holy 
Quran: "From what is lift by parents and those nearest related there is 
a share men and a share for women, whether the property be small or 
large, a determinate share”. 


Another sign of respect bestowed by Islam on the women is that she 
can assume judicial post of any kind according to al-Tabari, and she can 
hold judicial offices except as regards divine punishments (hudud) and 
punishment related to murder. 


According to Abu Hanifa, because women are so tender and 
compassionate that they cannot pronounce deterrent judgments like 
execution and flogging. There is nothing whether in Quran or Sunnah 
which bans women from being judges. It is narrated that Samra, daughter 
of Nahik was a municipal judge in the days of Prophet Mohammed — 


(1) Sura 58, verse 1. (2) "Taysir al-Wusul”, 149. 
(3) Narrated by al-Bukhari. (4) Sura 4 , verse 7. 
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peace be on him ~— and that al-Shifa , daughter of Abdullah, held the 
same position during the Caliphate of Omar ibn al-Khattab. 


The mother of the Abbasid Caliph al-Muqtader ordered that methal, 
the stewardess, holds session to see cases of complaints against justice 
every Friday accompanied by judges and dignitaries. 


Women are allowed to do all kinds of work in all walks of life. Once the 
Prophet entered by chance a palm grave which belonged to Umm Bishr, 
an Ansari woman. The Prophet said to her: “who is it that planted these 
palm trees, was he a Muslim or an unbeliever?" to which she replied: 


" A Muslim", whereupon the Prophet said: "Any Muslim who plants 
a tree or cultivates crop will have charity counted on his favor whenever 


any human being or animal eats of this tree or crop". 


It is historically established that women tended sheep, wore clothes, 
nursed the sick and looked after the wounded, taught men and women 
and practiced all other kinds of work even politics, swearing allegiance 
to rules, preaching the faith and participating in holly war or jihad. An 
Ansari woman who managed a handicraft firm came to the prophet and 
said: "O Apostle of God! I have a servant who is a carpenter, may I ask 
him to make a pulpit for you?". The Prophet said: "yes", and she ordered 
her servant to do that. He cut down some tamarisk trees from which he 
made a pulpit ®’. Asma, daughter of Makhrabah, used to sell perfume. 
and Abdullah ibn Massud’s wife was a skilled craftwomen®. 


This applies to ages of Islamic history where we find women active 
in the field, in the factory, the school, the university and the home. Ibn 
Asaker says he learned the prophet’s hadith 


From eighty-three women, In the "History of Baghdad" volume 13. 
al- Khatib al- Baghdadi enumerates a large number of learned women. 


(1) "Woman’s Status in Islam" by Sayyid Amir Ali of India 115. 

(2) Narrated by Muslim. 

(3) Tamarisk : trees that grow in the desert. (4) Narrated by al-Bukhari. 
(5) “al-Tabakat al-Kubra" by ibn Sa"d 8/300. 
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Fakhrunnisa used to preach in the mosques of Baghdad. Fatima Umm al- 
Khair and Fatima Umm Ibrahim al- Yazdani used to teach men and women 
hadith and scholastic theology. It is narrated that Imam al-Shafei learned 
hadith from Sayyideh Nafisah who Performed ritual prayer on his body 
when he died. Before that, Aishah, the prophet’s wife, taught hadith to 
the people. Numerous women during the Sehabah (Prophet Mohammed’s 
companions) period and the Umayyed era, and many women in the 
Andalusia and in the Ayyubid and Memluke ages were prominent scholars 
like Zulaikhah, daughter of Nizam al-Mulk, the minister of Malikshah 
and founder of Nizam al-Mulk university in Baghdad. Khadijah, the sister 
of Salahuddin al-Ayyubi (Saladin), the learned female doctors: Umm 
al- Hussein, daughter of Abu Ja’far al-Tanjali, who was a very learned 
lady and a prominent physician, the sister of ibn Zuhr, the grandson, 
and her daughter both of whom were experienced medics especially 
gynecology”. Lubanah of Qurtuba (Cordova) was a private secretary of 
Caliph al-Hakam, not to mention dozens and even hundreds of women 
who distinguished themselves in many fields”. 


Islam gave women the right to choose their own husbands and 
decreed that women should not be married to a man she did not want. To 
consolidate marriage, the approval of her legal guardian is required. 


Islamic honored the woman as a wife by making her the house keeper 
and lady of her home. The Prophet said: "A woman is a guardian of 
her husband’s home and is responsible for this charge"®. According to 
the respects of Islam, the husband 1s to provide the wife with clothing, 
necessary maintenance expenditure and dower, besides giving her an 
independent financial entity. The marriage contract was made a solemn 
pact by Islam based on love, compassion, participation and complete 


(1) "Tabagat al- Atibba, "ibn Abi Usaybi"ah 1-123 

(2) See "Status of Women on Islam" by Sayyid Amer Ali of India, “Arab Women 
in Jahilliyah and Islam” by Abdullah Affifi, and “History of Islamic Education" by 
Dr. Ahmed Shalabi. 

(3) Narrated by al-Bukhari and Muslim. 
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association. Almighty God says in the Quran: "And among his signs is 
this, that he created for you mates from among yourselves, that ye may 
dwell in tranquility with them and he has put love and mercy between 
your (hearts): verily in that are signs for those who reflect". He also 
says about the wife and the husband: "They are your garments and ye 
are their garments". She was given rights and assigned certain duties, 
and Islam never looked to marriage as a means of enslaving the wife, 
but accorded her good treatment, protection and respect for her feelings 
and faith if she is a non-Muslim who belonged to the people of the 
Book. Almighty God says: "Live with them on a footing of kindness 
and equity"®) . Prophet Mohammed — peace be on him -— said: "The 
best of you are those who are most kind to their spouses" On the other 
hand, a woman is to safeguard her home, family and personal honor 
and chastity. Meanwhile, Islam has allocated for her a share in the dead 
man’s inheritance while previously she was a heritable chattel. 


Islam has honored the woman as a mother by enjoining kindness 
to her, respecting her motherhood and not giving undue preference to 
others over her. Her children were obligated to be kind to her. The Holy 
Quran says: "And out of kindness, lower to their (parents) the wing of 
humility, and say : my lord! Bestow on them thy mercy even as they 
cherished me in childhood". Prophet Mohammed- peace be on him- 
was once asked by somebody about who is the most deserving of his 
kindness. The Prophet answered: "Your mother". That fellow asked: 
"And who next?" Whereupon the Prophet answered:" Your mother". 
" And who comes next ?" And the Prophet once again replied "Your 
mother". "And who comes after that?" And the Prophet said: "Your 
father"®, The Prophet also said: "God enjoins that you should be kind 
to your mother, and once again to your mothers and once more to 
your mothers and then to those who are nearest kin to you in a priority 


(1) Sura 30, verse 21. (2) Sura 2, verse 187. 
(3) Sura 4, verse 19. (4) Sural7, verse 24. 
(5) Narrated by al-Tarmidhi/ Riyad al - Salihin by al-Nuwasi. 
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order"), Thus the Prophet urged more kindness to be accorded to 
the mother than the father because she was the party that suffered in 
raising her offspring as infants, children and lads or lasses until they 
become adults. Islam has allocated as a share of bequest to women. 
The Almighty says: "for parents a sixth share of the inheritance to each 
(parent), if the deceased left children. If no children, and the parents are 
the only heirs, the mother has a third". 


In this manner, Islam has honored the woman and guaranteed her 
rights from her birth and until her death whether as a daughter, a mother, 
a wife, a sister or a grandmother. Almighty God says: "Reverence God, 
through whom ye demand your mutual (rights), and (reverence) the 
wombs (that bore you): for God ever watches over you"©). 


Aspects of Reverence Accorded to Woman: 
First: 


Islam has removed from the woman the bodily curse with which she 
was stigmatized by other religions. According to Islam, it was not the 
female who urged Adam to eat of the forbidden tree fruit but it was the 
devil who did that. God says: "We said: O Adam! Dwell thou and thy 
wife in the garden, and eat of the bountiful things therein and as (where 
and when) ye will, but approach not this tree, or ye run into harm and 
transgression. Then did Satan make them slip from the (garden), and get 
them out of the state (of felicity) in which they had been" He also said: 
"But Satan whispered evil to him: he said: O Adam! Shall I lead thee to 
the tree of Eternity and to a kingdom that never decays? In the result’ 
they both ate of the tree, and so their nakedness appeared to them, they 
began to sew together, for their covering, leaves from the garden: thus did 
Adam disobey, his Lord, and he allowed himself to be seduced". The 
verses contain nothing which refers to Eve’s initiative in seduction. She 
did not begin disobedience. It was Adam who started that. "Thus Adam 


(1) Narrated by al-Tarmidhi. (2) Sura 4, verse 21. 
(3) Sura 4, verse 1. (4) Sura 2, verse 35. 
(5) Sura 20, verse 120 -121. 
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disobeyed his Lord, and allowed himself to be seduced. "All accounts of 
Quranic exegesis which says that Eve seduced Adam are doubtful and 
not reliably documented. What we have before us is the explicit Quranic 
text which holds the woman too dignified not to begin disobedience. 


Secondly: 


Islam took into consideration that the woman is the housewife who 
in charge of her home and children, and her feminine nature necessitates 
that and, therefore, it was not her duty to financially support the children. 
This task was relegated to men. The Almighty says: "But (the father) 
shall bear the cost of their food and clothing on equitable terms". 


He also says: "Let the women live in the same style as ye live 
according to your means"®. And "If they suckle your offspring give 
them their recompense"®. She is not compelled to do house work except 
voluntarily and by way of helping the husband. Hence, the woman is 
honored by having the mastery of the household bestowed on the man. 
God says: "Men are the protectors and Maintainers of the women, 
because, God has given the one more (strength) than the other, and 
because they support them from their means. Therefore, the righteous 
women are devoutly obedient and guard in (the husband’s) absence what 
God would have them guard", Thus priority is measured by assuming 
responsibility and financially supporting the family. It is like preferring 
one member to the other and not preferring the male to the female. 
Thirdly: 

Islam has bestowed a further honor on the woman by giving her 
the right to give evidence and confined that to matters not exclusively 
related to women. This right was jointly given to two women so that 
each of them may remind the other concerning the event or the case they 
are giving evidence about especially in crimes like murder and criminal 
attack, because women are usually more sentimental and easily moved 


(1) Sura 2, verse 233. (2) Sura 65, verse 6. 
(3) Sura 65, verse 6. (4) Sura 4, verse 34. 
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than men and therefore, they must give joint evidence. Men, on the 
other hand, are in closer contact with society events and consequently 
a man was accorded the right to give evidence by himself. 


Otherwise, one man and two women will be required. Almighty God 
says: "And get two witnesses, out of your own men, and if there are not 
two men, then a man and two women, such as ye choose for witnesses, 
so that if one of them errs, the other can remind her", 


The one woman evidence or testimony is accepted in matters related 
to women like testimony on birth, descent, suckling, etc. It is an honor 
according to the woman that she is not exposed to what the man is made 
to confront in transactions, sales, debts and other dealings leading to 
law courts and appearing before the judge and being cross examined 
by plaintiffs, attorneys and others. Thus woman’s testimony is required 
only in cases of urgency. 

Fourthly: 

An other sign of honor is that Islam has given the woman an 
unquestionable right to inherit, which was not known before. One 
eight of the inheritance 1s allocated to the wife if the diseased husband 
had children, otherwise, she will have one fourth. The daughter is 
also entitled to half the son’s share because she is not responsible for 
financially supporting the family. But if she is the lonely inheritor, she 
will have one half. If there were two daughters or more they will two 
thirds of the inheritance. If she happens to be another whose deceased 
son had no children, she will have one third, otherwise, she is entitled 
to one sixth. Sisters are made partners to brothers in the heritage if the 
deceased has no male or female offspring. The grandmother is given the 
right to inherit like the mother if the latter is deceased. 


Fifthly: 
Islam honored women by allowing polygamy in cases of need such 
as sterility or illness of the first wife or if there are too many unmarried 


(1) Sura 2, verse 282. 
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women who have no one to support and safeguard them. But justice has 
been strictly enjoined in this case. This honor was given to the woman 
to keep her away from trading her honor, being reduced to the status of 
a concubine who is deprived of the right of having a husband, children 
or home, becoming a more instrument of sensual pleasures for men or 
a victim of blackmail, gambling, harm and trading, as we can see in 
many European and Eastern countries which despised women. Thus it 
is more dignified for her to be a second wife who enjoys a venerable 
marital status than to be deprived thereof. 
Sixthly: | 

The woman was given an independent financial entity by Islam 
where she can dispose at will of her property by way of sale, purchase, 
expenditure, gifts bequest, proxy and guaranty and in all other 
commutative contacts and obligations, without having to obtain her 
husband’s, father’s , brother’s, son’s permission. This has been only 
recently accorded to the women in the west. The Almighty says: "And 
give the woman (on marriage) their dower as a free gift, but if they, of 
their own good pleasure, remit any part of it to you, take it and enjoy 
it with right good cheer", i.e. give the women their dower as a matter 
of right and you are not entitled to any part therefore without their 
permission. He also says: " But if ye decide to take one wife in place of 
another, even if ye had given the latter a whole treasure for dower, take 
not the least bit of it back: would ye take it by slander and a manifest 
wrong"?)? 

Seventhly: 


Another feature of dignity is permission of divorce, because if marital 
life is troubled the family will be corrupted and the parents as well as 
the children will lead a most miserable life. 

In such cases it is imperative to deal with dispute and discord by 
resorting to revocable divorce. If both sided came to their senses, and 


(1) Sura 4, verse 4. (2) Sura 4, verse 20. 
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realized their respective faults, normal married life will be restored. 
It is for this reason that divorce was allowed for three times. A man 
may divorce his wife twice and at two different times and restore her 
to wedlock twice. If he divorces her for a third time, separation will be 
complete and she cannot return to wedlock until she has married someone 
else. Attempts at reconciliation between the married couple should be 
made before irrevocable divorce is made, because it is necessary to 
rescue married life from breakdown. The woman is also honored by 
having the right to stipulate in the marriage contract that she can divorce 
herself. By this means, marriage contract will be detrimental to the wife 
if she could not live peacefully with her husband. Almighty God says: 
"A divorce is only permissible twice: after that, the parties should either 
hold together on equitable terms or separate with kindness. It is not 
lawful for you (men) to take back any of your gifts (from your wives) 
except when both parties fear that they would be unable to keep the 
limits ordained by God"). He also says: "So if a husband divorces his 
wife (for the third time) irrevocably, he cannot after that, remarry her 
until after she has married another husband and he has divorced her. In 
that case, there is no blame on either of them if they re-unite, provided 
they can feel that they can keep the limits ordained by God". 


Islam has also honored the woman by giving her the right to ask the 
judge to separate her from her husband because of discord, quarrel, 
bad company, beating, abuse and compulsion do a forbidden deed or 
abandon something legally ordained for her to do. In addition, she was 
given the right to Mukhala’ ah , i.e. to ask the husband to divorce her in 
return of paying him a compensation, which enabled the wife to get rid 
of miserable married life. 

Divorce is essentially forbidden and should not be resorted to except 
where it is necessary. The Prophet- peace be on him- said: "Marry and 
divorce not, for God does not love men and women who quickly get 


ee ae 
(1) Sura 2, verse 229. (2) Sura 2, verse 230. 
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bored of their spouses and wish to try others", 
Eighthly: 

Another aspect of dignity is the veil, permission of adornment, 
meeting men for a legitimate deed and prevention of secluded meetings 
that lead to immorality which is band. The Prophet — peace be on him — 
said: "No man and woman meet alone but have the devil as the third 
of them"®, A woman adopted Islam and asked her people to follow 
suit, which they did. Woman used to sit in the mosque to listen to the 
Prophet’s hadiths and narrates the Prophet’s hadiths on several topics. 
They participated in swearing allegiance, preaching the faith, emigration 
and putting up with hardships. They objected to what governors said — 
I the mosque, they fought and nursed the wounded, worked in land 
cultivation and tended flocks of animals, in which there is permissible 
association. Muslim narrated on the authority of Anas that a Persian 
neighbour of the Prophet used to cook delicious broth. He cooked for 
the Prophet and invited him. The Prophet said, referring to Aishah, 
"What about this? The man said "No". 


The man repeated his invitation to the prophet who asked once more 
"what about this?" When the man said "No", once again the Prophet 
refused to respond to the invitation. When the man said "yes", on the 
third time the prophet and Aishah raced to the house of their host. 


Veil was imposed on women by Islam which allowed them to expose 
their faces, hand palm and feet, nothing else. Almighty God says: 


"O Prophet! Tell thy wives and daughters and the believing women, 
that they should cast their outer garments over their persons (when 
abroad )"“, i.e. They should use their outer garments to cover the upper 
portion of their chest. 


Islam has allowed the women in certain cases to display her beauty 


(1) Narrated by Ibn Majah in his "Sunan" 
(2) Narrated by al-Termidhi and Ahmed Ibn Hanbal. 
(3) Narrated by Muslim. (4) Sura 33, verse 59. 
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and ornaments: "that they should not display their beauty and ornaments 
except what must appear thereof "“”, i.e. the face the hand palm and the 
ring. This is enjoined to prevent immorality resulting from woman’s 
nudity and to enhance her modesty and chastity. 

Ninethly: 

Islam honored the woman by giving her the right of choosing her 
husband whom she may accept or reject. Her legal guardian cannot 
compel her to marry aman whom she doesn’t like although it is preferable 
to secure her guardian’s approval in order to safeguard coherence and 
cooperation between the families linked with marriage relations, and to 
avoid any discord between these two families. Islam has also banned 
the prevention of woman from getting married. 


Distortion of the Image of woman’s status in Islam 


During the periods when the Muslims fill under the impact of Persian 
and Byzantine civilizations and the habits of peoples that retained their 
faiths and conventions, and when Muslim peoples intermingled with 
one another, the Muslims were affected by these developments and 
compelled Muslim women to follow non-Muslim practices. This was 
aggravated by the presence of slave girls and the abominations practiced 
by them during the civilizational and cultural florescence during the 
Abbasid era and particularly in the period of Muslim decadence, which 
was followed by en epoch cultural isolation at the end of the Memluke 
period and during the Turkish Ottoman age. Then came a time when 
some Muslems began to feel jealous for their honor, and preachers 
became interested in the necessity of purifying Muslim society from 
corruption. This resulted in forging hadiths concerning the woman and 
the family and in enjoining things that were alien to religion. 


When we came into contact with the west and saw the freedom 
enjoyed by western women and their anti-Islamic behavior, some of 
us were dazzled by that and clamored for imitating Western women 


(1) Sura 24, verse 31. 
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in the same way as the vanquished imitates the victor and as the weak 
follows the steps of the strong. They called for removal of barriers 
between men and women. In this manner we have fallen between two 
stools: captivity to obsolete traditions on one side and alien Western 
convections on other side. Examples are the hadiths which frequently 
occur in preaching texts and sermons which resulted in deforming the 
view of Islam towards women such as: 


1- A hadith about Prophet Mohammed’s question to his daughter 
Fatima al-Zahra: "What is the best thing for a woman?", "Not to see 
a man and not to be seen by a man. "Fatima replied. Whereupon her 
father kissed her and said: "Offspring, one of the other. "This is a shaky 
Hadith with a weak isnad (ascription of authorities) which contradicts 
the authentic Hadiths that advocated woman’s participation in social 
life and the frequent public appearances of Fatima herself. 


1- See part of "Tahrir al-Mar’ a Fi ASR al-Risalah”. 


Liberation of women in the age of Prophethood by Prof. Abdul- 
Halim Abu Shaqqah, dar al-lim press, Kuwait. 


See also part three p 39. 


2- The hadith which says: “Consult them and act against their advice: 
"is unfounded. It is said to be very weak and is against the Quran which 
enjoins that the father should consult with the mother about infant’s 
weaning. Almighty God says: "If they both decide on weaning by mutual 
consent and after due consultation there is no blame on them."(1). It is 
also contradicts what has been authentically said of the Prophet that he 
consulted his wives, especially Umm Salamah, about the peace of al- 
Hudaybiyah™. 

3- "Women are all evil, and their worst evil is that they are 
indispensable". 


(1} Sura 2 verse 233 
(2) "Kashf Al-khafa wa muzil Al-::bas” 2/3, and tamyeez Al-tayyib min Al-Khabith" 
88 by Al-Sheikh Al-Ajlouni Al-Jarrahi. 
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This is ascrbed to the authority of Ali ibn Abi Talib and is a false 
tradition. 


4- "The worst temptations I fear most concerning my nation or 
community (Ummah) are women and wine". This hadith lacks isnad 
(ascription of authorities). 


5- "Aisha"s saying: "Had the Prophet —peace be on him- witnessed what 
(hateful) innovations have been made by the women he would have 
banned them from going to the mosque just as the women of Bani-Israel 
where banned”. 


This statement made by Aishah was narrated by Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim. It means rebuking women for the (unseemly) innovations they 
made. It runs counter to the authentic Hadith’s in which the Prophet 
allowed women to go to mosque’s, For he said: "Prevent not women 
from having their share in mosques" which is narrated by Muslim. 
Abdullah ibn Omar said: "The Prophet —peace be on him- commanded 
us to make secluded females go to mosques for the Eid (Ramadan and 
Immolation feasts) prayer". 


6- A hadith which says: "Do not make them (women) live in chambers nor 
teach them hand writing" is a fabricated according to al-Hafiz al-Dahabi. 


7-The hadith which says: "Burying girls alive is a gracious deed". Also 
a fabricated one. 


8-The hadith "Bad omen is to be found in three: the house, the wife and 
the horse." This is incomplete. For in the book Entitle "al-ijabeh li Eirad 
ma Istadrakathu Aishah ala al-Sahabah" (Reply to the correction made 
by Aishah to what was narrated by Al-Sahabah) 


We find that makhul was quoted to have said: "Aishah was told that Abu 


(1) "Tamyeez Al-Tayyib min Al-khabith", and Kashf Al-khafa” 2/177. 

It must be noted that what Sahabi (a companion of Prophet Mohammad) says should 
not abrogate the Prophet’s Hadith and that the legal ruling is permanent. On the other 
hand, Almighty God knows divine secrets (ghayb) and what women will innovate in 
the future. Yet he did not wish them to be banned from mosques. 


VAG] EY GAME 


Hurayrah quoted Prophet Muhammad to have said that ill omen is to be 
found in three: the house, the wife and the horse. Whereupon Aishah 
answered that abu Hurayrah did not seem to remember that he once came 
in while the Prophet was saying: "The curse of God be on the Jews who 
said ill omen is to be found in three: the house, the wife and the horse”. 


Because in this case Abu Hurayrah heard the end of the hadith but 
not its beginning". 

9-The hadith: "At the end of time, learned men and jurists will stay 
indoors while women will go out and say: "It was narrated to us... we 
were told ...." If they say anything of this burn them with fire.” It 1s 
refuted hadith”. 


10- The hadith: " Repentance is the outcome of women" is a contested 
hadith® and the same is applicable to "He who obeys his wife will be 
cast by God on his face in hill fire". 


11- The hadith: "But for women, God would have been genuinely 
worshipped." Is, according to Bishr ibn al-Hussein, an abandoned 
tradition while al-Kinani says that the narrator is a lying fabricators 
whose accounts are unauthentic and useless. 


12- There is a hadith which says: "Make the women hugry but not to 
a harmful degree, and make them lack clothing but to an excessive extent. 
For they are well fed and well clothed, nothing will be preferable for 
them than going out, and nothing is worse for them than going out. But 
if they are partially ill-clad and ill-fed, they will like nothing better than 
staying at home, and nothing is better for them than staying at home". 


(1) Al- Ijabah li Irad ma Istadrakathu Aishah ala al- Sahabah" 126, Damascused.,1358 
A.H. 

(2) Al-Shari’ah al-Marfu’ah ‘an al-Akhbar al-Shani’ah al-Mawdu’ah (The ruling 
narrated about abominable fabricated tradition) by Abdul Hasan Ali ibn Mohammed 
Ibn Iraq al-Kinani:1/283, Cairo ed. 

(3) " Al-Shari’ah al-Marfu’ah 2/210. 

(4)" Al-Shri’ah " 2/211," al-La’ali al-Masnu’ah 

“(The manufactured pearls) by al-Suyuti 2/159. 


| ya: 


This hadith is unfounded and is held to be one of the refuted hadiths"”’. 


13- The hadith which says: "Women are defective in reason and faith" 
is not to be taken at its face value but to show that the Prophet points 
out that defective reason means bring sentimally biased in giving 
evidence or testimony and defective faith means that she is exempted 
for performing ritual prayer when she is in her menstruation period and 
when she is in childbirth confinement. 


There are other wrong envisions created later out of misplaced 
jealousy about women. Such innovations are against established legal 
rules and run counter to the high status accorded to women by Islam. 
Following are some examples of these innovations: 


Following are some examples of these innovations: 


1- Banning men from performance of ablution with the water left- 
over after the woman’s ablution. 


2- Banning a man from drinking the leftovers of a menstruating 
woman. 


3- Banning a woman from bathing with a man in the same vessel . 
4- Preventing women from leading other women in prayer. 


5- Preventing women from attending group prayer and Friday (Jum’ah) 
midday prayer. — 
6- Preventing women from attending the Eid prayer. 
7- Preventing women from Takbir.i.e. Saying ALLAHU AKBAR. (God 
is greater than all things) during the three pilgrimage days following the 
immolation day. 

Things contrary to what have been listed above have been authentically 
established in the Sunnah, but we cannot give a detailed survey thereof 
here. What has been mentioned is sufficient and specialized researches 


on this subject may be consulted for further details. 


% & 


(1) ° Tanzih al-Shari’ah” 2/213. 
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